SELBY EDUCATION FOUNDATION FUNDS INTRODUCTION OF AWARD WINNING CURRICULUM AT SELBY LANE SCHOOL 
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Atherton, CA, September 28, 2004 – Selby Education Foundation, a non-profit organization dedicated to fundraising for Selby Lane School, has successfully raised and funded Selby Lane School’s expenses to continue the curriculum and standards implementation as a candidate for top-rated International Baccalaureate (IB) Middle Years’ Program for the 6th grade for the 2004-2005 school year.  SEF board directors Jenny Redo and Jerry Carlson last week presented a check for $35,000 to Bernie Vidales, Selby’s Principal and Carolyn Williams, Selby’s Associate Principal.  Continued academic progress and the introduction of the IB program have resulted in increased interest in and 15 student transfers into Selby Lane School, compared with zero transfers the previous year.
“SEF is dedicated to supporting academic excellence and student performance at Selby Lane School.  The funds SEF raised will ensure Selby Lane School will continue on its path to becoming a top ranked public school on the Peninsula,” said Mara McNeal, SEF’s founder and President.  “We would like to thank the community members in both Redwood City and Atherton that came together to make this happen.”

“As a candidate school implementing the International Baccalaureate Middle Years Program into the 6th grade, we are making another step in the revitalization of our educational vision at Selby.  Just visiting our campus, you will see that we are building a rich educational experience and momentum, and I would like to thank SEF and all of our involved parent groups for their ongoing efforts to support programs for our students,” said Bernie Vidales, Principal of Selby Lane School.  

Working with the Selby Education Foundation (SEF), Selby Lane School has put an aggressive academic improvement program in place, based on the highly-acclaimed International Baccalaureate Program (http://www.ibo.org/).  IBO is an organization that sets and monitors standards for top academic achievement and enrichment. Introducing IBO’s Middle Years Program (MYP) will provide a private-school level of quality education at Selby Lane School, and will leverage the recent infrastructure improvements that have been made, including new classrooms, library, and computer learning facilities. The school administration expects applying that and becoming a MYP accredited school will further increase test scores. Children who continue onto the IBO’s Diploma Program (through Sequoia High School) and pass the IB exams in 12th grade will receive up to 30 units of college credits at top public and Ivy League schools.

SEF will continue to raise funds with a goal of introducing the program to 7th grade students at Selby Lane.  SEF board members have been working closely with the Redwood City School District, who will be voting on October 13th on whether to fund the extra $35,000 in expenses to expand the program for the 7th grade this year.  
ABOUT SELBY EDUCATION FOUNDATION

Founded in June 2003, SEF is a 501(c)(3) independent, community-based non-profit organization run by a volunteer Board of Directors, made up of leaders from all segments of the community. SEF’s mission is to improve Selby Lane School, which serves portions of Redwood City and Atherton for K-8th grade. SEF is working in partnership with the Redwood City School District, the teachers, staff, principals, community, children and parents of Selby students to target specific funding objectives. The District and SEF are committed to raising Selby’s academic standing to match or surpass other distinguished schools. Interested donors can write a check and mail it to: Selby Education Foundation, 50 Woodside Plaza, Ste. 513 Redwood City CA 94061. All donors will be recognized, the donation is 100% tax deductible (Tax EIN 65-1192419) and 100% of donated funds go towards Selby Lane School.  For additional information, please visit http://selbyeducationfoundation.org.
ABOUT SELBY LANE SCHOOL

Selby Lane School is located on Selby Lane in the town of Atherton in San Mateo County, CA. Situated on a beautiful, tree-studded campus, Selby Lane School is located within a gorgeous natural setting and a fantastic school facility. The school has shown dramatic improvement in test scores over the last two years, with median score improvements of over 15% each year.
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