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For Immediate Release

SELBY EDUCATION FOUNDATION ANNOUNCES RECORD IMPROVEMENT IN TEST SCORES AT SELBY LANE SCHOOL FOR THIRD STRAIGHT YEAR
New Board Members Also Announced
Atherton, CA, October 13, 2005 – Selby Education Foundation (SEF), a non-profit education organization dedicated to supporting Selby Lane School, announced record improvements in standardized testing scores for the third straight year at Selby Lane School, a kindergarten through eight grade public school serving the Atherton and Redwood City communities..  Selby Lane’s Academic Performance Index (API) for the 2004-2005 school year was 709, in comparison to 678 in 2004, 640 in 2003 and 575 in 2002.  
“This significant and consistent increase in standardized testing results is attributable to the hard work of Principal Bernie Vidales and his committed teaching staff, dedication by Selby students, and the support of committed community members reaching across all aspects of an enriched educational experience at Selby Lane School,” said Jenny Redo SEF’s President.

The Academic Performance Index is a numeric scale calculated by the California Department of Education that ranges from a low of 200 to a high of 1000 and reflects a school’s performance level based on the results of statewide testing.  According to the California Department of Education, the statewide API performance target is 800.  
“With the continued support of SEF and the community, we have targeted reaching the statewide testing performance target of 800 within a couple years,” said Carolyn Williams, Selby Lane Associate Principal.  “Beyond our strong API performance, I am also gratified to share that our students are also excelling in learning English and performing well in the advanced categories of the California Standards Test, factors we believe distinguish the learning experience at Selby Lane.”  
Selby Education Foundation also announces the addition of four new board members:

· Chris Bohl, a 10-year veteran of the Redwood City Elementary School district board who has had children in the district.

· Suzanne Mohan, owner of Chelesa Art Gallery in Palo Alto and local preschool-aged parent.

· Julia Schwartzman, local corporate attorney and bay area volunteer.
· Caren Taylor, accomplished Wall Street Healthcare sector analyst, and finance and corporate strategy consultant and parent.
ABOUT SELBY EDUCATION FOUNDATION

Founded in June 2003, SEF is a 501(c)(3) independent, community-based non-profit organization run by a volunteer Board of Directors, made up of community leaders.  SEF’s mission is to improve Selby Lane School, which serves portions of Redwood City and Atherton for K-8th grade.  SEF is working in partnership with the Redwood City School District, the community, as well as the teachers, staff, principals, children and parents of Selby Lane School to target specific funding objectives.  The District and SEF are committed to raising Selby’s academic standing to match or surpass other distinguished schools.  Interested donors are encouraged to contribute to:  Selby Education Foundation, 50 Woodside Plaza, Suite. 513 Redwood City, CA  94061.  All donors will be recognized and the donation is 100 percent tax deductible (Tax EIN 65-1192419).  For additional information, please visit http://selbyeducationfoundation.org.
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