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For Immediate Release

SELBY EDUCATION FOUNDATION, HISPANIC-NET AND LEADING CORPORATIONS LAUNCH NEW CAREER SKILLS PROGRAM FOR 

SELBY LANE STUDENTS

Uniquely Designed to Give Eighth Graders Hands-on Experience and Careers Insights  

Atherton, CA, May 4, 2005 – Selby Education Foundation (SEF), a non-profit organization dedicated to fundraising for Selby Lane School, and Hispanic-Net, an organization created and chartered by Hispanic entrepreneurs, business executives and senior professionals in High-Tech/Software/Internet related companies, today announced the launch of a company visitation program called “Jr. Career Days” to encourage the early development of career skills.  Uniquely designed for Selby Lane School eighth grade students, this program will offer children the opportunity to spend a day learning from business professionals who represent leading local companies including: Electronic Arts, Telemundo, and Hyatt Regency San Francisco Airport Hotel in Burlingame.

“Selby Lane School is excited to be the recipient of this new program and looks forward to providing our eighth graders, before they transition to high school, with an opportunity for an inside look at leading companies in our community,” said Bernie Vidales, Principal.  “This is just one of the important new educational enrichment initiatives we are introducing at Selby Lane.”  

As part of the “Career Days” program, small groups of students will go onsite to local businesses, meet company executives across a variety of functional areas, and learn first-hand about their many career choices.  Following this special career preview experience, students will discuss their observations and ideas in classroom debrief sessions, and are encouraged to explore areas of interest individually and with their classmates.  

The following sponsoring companies have agreed to participate in this inaugural program at Selby Lane, providing exposure to a breadth of industries and career choices:

1) Electronic Arts, which is the world’s leading independent developer and publisher of interactive entertainment software for advanced entertainment systems, will host Selby Lane students on June 2, 2005.

.

2) Telemundo, a US Spanish-language television network, which provides essential entertainment, news and sports source for Hispanics, will host students on May 25, 2005.

3) Hyatt Regency San Francisco Airport Hotel in Burlingame, a leader in the service industry as one of Hyatt Global Corporation’s 213 hotels and resorts globally, will host students on May 26, 2005.
All three sponsoring companies have made a commitment to education in the community, and have expressed great enthusiasm for providing students with a guided opportunity to explore their potential future careers.  “We hope to inspire several of the Selby eighth graders to choose an educational and career path where they will one day have both the passion and skills to work for our company” said Steve Seabolt, of Electronic Arts, Inc.
“Selby Lane School, Selby Education Foundation, and Hispanic-Net are thrilled to be collaborating on this unique opportunity to give 8th graders an inside look into leading companies and careers. This is all part of a terrific educational experience,” said Jenny Redo, President of Selby Education Foundation.  “Most importantly, we are certain that this enriching experience will be fun, and will provide motivation and perspective to help students get the most out of their education.” 
“Students need to see role models and understand broader professional opportunities in today’s competitive world.  They also need to see how education plays a big role in today’s society,” said Richard L. Leza, Co-Founder, Past Chairman and President of Hispanic-Net.
ABOUT SELBY EDUCATION FOUNDATION

Founded in June 2003, SEF is a 501(c)(3) independent, community-based non-profit organization run by a volunteer Board of Directors, made up of community leaders. SEF’s mission is to improve Selby Lane School, which serves portions of Redwood City and Atherton for K-8th grade. SEF is working in partnership with the Redwood City School District, the community, as well as the teachers, staff, principals, children and parents of Selby Lane School to target specific funding objectives. The District and SEF are committed to raising Selby’s academic standing to match or surpass other distinguished schools. Interested donors contribute to: Selby Education Foundation, 50 Woodside Plaza, Ste. 513 Redwood City CA 94061. All donors will be recognized and the donation is 100% tax deductible (Tax EIN 65-1192419).  For additional information, please visit http://selbyeducationfoundation.org.

ABOUT HISPANIC-NET

Founded in 2001, Hispanic-Net is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization
whose members are entrepreneurs, business executives and professionals
in high technology, software, and Internet-related companies. The
organization’s mission is to encourage entrepreneurship by providing a
professional networking infrastructure to existing and up-and-coming
high tech executives of Hispanic heritage and others. More
information about Hispanic-Net may be found on their website
http://www.hispanic-net.org.
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